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1.0 Introduction 

 
This document is the Final Scope of the issues and analyses to be included in the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Bridgehampton to Buell (BTB) New 
69kV Underground Transmission Cable. The Applicant is PSEG Long Island (PSEGLI) as Agent 
for the Long Island Lighting Company d/b/a LIPA, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Long Island 
Power Authority (LIPA) and the DEIS will be prepared by PSEGLI with support from a team of 
professionals.  
 

2.0 Brief Description of the Proposed Action 
 
The Proposed Action is the installation of a new underground 69kV transmission cable from the 
Bridgehampton Substation located on Bridgehampton-Sag Harbor Turnpike in the Town of 
Southampton to the Buell Substation located on Cove Hollow Road in the Town of East Hampton 
(approximately 5.2 miles). The new underground cable is designed to be installed below grade 
within the existing LIPA owned and/or controlled overhead right-of-way (ROW). Existing overhead 
circuits are currently located within the ROW and will remain under the Proposed Action. The 
Proposed Action is intended to address transmission system constraints resulting from increased 
load demand from customers on the South Fork of Long Island.  
 
In addition to the underground cable, fourteen manholes will be installed along the Proposed 
Action route. Approximately 4,000 linear feet of the cable extending east from the Bridgehampton 
Substation to the west side of Widow Gavits Road will be installed via horizontal directional drill 
(HDD) with a single manhole installed within the previously disturbed area west of Widow Gavits 
Road.  Approximately 100 linear feet of the cable located west of Cove Hollow Road and beneath 
the LIRR will be installed via jack & bore. The remaining portions of cable installation will be 
installed via trenching. 
 
To facilitate the temporary use of HDD equipment and pipe laydown during construction, a 0.9 
acre portion of the LIPA owned and/or controlled overhead ROW north of the existing 
Bridgehampton Substation will be cleared; a 0.36 acre portion of the cleared area will also require 
grading to facilitate construction.  A single manhole will be located within this cleared area. 
Approximately 0.31 acres of clearing and 0.11 acres of grading within the area north of the existing 
Bridgehampton substation will occur within 535’ of a known tiger salamander breeding pond. Due 
to the potential temporary loss of habitat, a Part 182 Incidental Take permit will be required. PSEG 
Long Island is currently discussing with the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC) appropriate mitigation measures, which will ensure a net conservation 
benefit to the species is achieved upon completion of the Proposed Action. Potential mitigation 
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measures include, but are not limited to, the installation of a tiger salamander culvert to connect 
existing fragmented habitats. 
 
Additionally, portions of the ROW may require stabilization in order to allow machinery access for 
the installation of the underground cable and manholes. Stabilization may include grading or 
excavation of existing soils and temporary placement of Recycled Concrete Aggregate (RCA). 
 

3.0 Potentially Significant Adverse Impacts 
 
The following potentially adverse impacts of the Proposed Action will be described and evaluated 
in the DEIS. 
 
Impacts on Land: 

 The Proposed Action may involve construction on slopes of 15% or greater. 
 
Portions of the proposed route of the underground transmission cable have slopes 15% or 
greater. Existing slopes of this magnitude often result in the need for greater erosion control and 
sedimentation measures and have wider ranging impacts on the preservation of natural 
ecosystems.  As a result, construction in slopes of this grade will be assessed for potential 
impacts. 
 

 The Proposed Action may result in increased erosion, whether from physical disturbance 
or vegetation removal (including from treatment by herbicides). 

 
The total disturbance associated with the Proposed Action is 18.70 acres. The portions of the 
underground transmission cable and associated underground vaults that will be constructed in 
areas that are currently vegetated will be evaluated for a potential increase in erosion of the 
project area.  The current land use or covertype of the Proposed Action and proposed disturbance 
are noted in the following table.  
 

Land Use or Covertype Proposed Action 
(acres) 

Proposed 
Disturbance  

(acres) 

Roads, Buildings, and other paved or 
impervious surfaces 2.43 0.59 

Forested 3.13 0.77 

Meadows, grasslands or brushlands 
(non-agricultural, including abandoned 
agricultural) 23.59 12.64 

Wetlands 0.71 0 

Non-vegetated (bare rock, earth or fill) 
6.54 4.70 

Total 36.40 18.70 

 
 
Impacts on Surface Water: 
 

 The Proposed Action may involve construction within or adjoining a freshwater or tidal 
wetland or water body. 
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The Proposed Action includes the installation of underground transmission cable below two (2) 
regulated freshwater wetlands associated with the Long Pond wetland complex between 
Bridgehampton-Sag Harbor Turnpike and Widow Gavits Road. Also additional freshwater 
wetlands associated with the Long Pong wetland complex and adjacent un-named wetland 
complexes are located to the north and south of the existing overhead ROW will be adjacent to 
the Proposed Action. Approximately 450’ west of the Bridgehampton Substation, the pipe laydown 
area required to facilitate the HDD will cross the southern portion of a regulated freshwater as 
well as enter the adjacent area of an additional freshwater wetland.  Potential impacts to these 
wetlands from the Proposed Action will be examined in further detail. 
 
Impacts on Groundwater: 

 

 The Proposed Action may result in temporary new or additional use of groundwater or 
may have the potential to introduce contaminants to groundwater or an aquifer. 

 
Approximately 4,000 linear feet (LF) of the new underground transmission cable will be installed 
via HDD. During construction the total anticipated water usage will be approximately 15,000 
gallons per day to facilitate the drilling operations.  Evaluation of water withdrawals of this 
magnitude on the local water supply and groundwater elevation will be undertaken. 
 
Impact on Flooding: 
 

 The Proposed Action may result in development within a 100 year floodplain. 
 
Approximately 150 LF of the Proposed Action will be located within FEMA Flood Hazard Zone A.  
An evaluation of the Proposed Action in relation to the flood zone will be undertaken. 
 
Impact on Plants and Animals: 
 

 The Proposed Action may cause reduction in population or loss of individuals of 
threatened or endangered species as listed by New York State or the Federal 
Government, that use the site or are found on, over, or near the site. 

 
PSEGLI contacted the New York Natural Heritage Program (NYNHP) on December 18, 2019 to 
determine if there are records of any rare, threatened or endangered species that exist within the 
Proposed Action area. On January 15, 2019, NYNHP returned records of 14 potential rare, 
threated or endangered species on, over, or near the site. Clearing and grading will be required 
within the 535’ regulatory buffer of the New York State (NYS) listed endangered tiger salamander. 
Clearing and grading activities within the 535’ buffer have the potential to cause the loss of 
suitable habitat during construction, resulting in a potential significant impact to the species. 
Impact of the Proposed Action on the other rare, threatened or endangered species also will be 
evaluated. 
 

 The Proposed Action may result in the reduction or degradation of a habitat used by any 
rare, threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the federal 
government.  
 

Clearing and grading will be required within the 535’ regulatory buffer of the NYS listed 
endangered tiger salamander. Clearing and grading activities within the 535’ buffer have the 
potential to cause the loss of suitable habitat during construction, resulting in a potential significant 
impact to the species. Impact of the Proposed Action on the habitat and species will be evaluated. 
 



4 
 

 The Proposed Action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by any 
species of special concern and conservation needs, as listed by New York State or the 
Federal government.  
 

The Proposed Action is located within a significant occurrence of pitch pine-oak forest natural 
community, north of the East Hampton Airport. The community provides habitat for the coastal 
barrens buckmoth, a NYS listed Special Concern species.  Impact of the Proposed Action on the 
habitat and species will be evaluated. 
 

 The Proposed Action may result in the removal of, or ground disturbance in, any portion 
of a designated significant natural community.  
 

The Proposed Action passes through three significant natural communities designated by 
NYNHP; Coastal Plain Pond Shore, Coastal Oak-Heath Forest and Pitch Pine-Oak Forest.  The 
Proposed Action has the potential to impact the quality of these habitats through construction 
related disturbance.  
 
Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources: 
 

 The Proposed Action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous to, 
an area designated as sensitive for archaeological sites on the NY State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory. 

 
Approximately 2.4 miles of the new underground transmission cable and associated underground 
vaults will be installed within areas designated as archaeologically sensitive areas by SHPO.  
Installation of the cable and vaults through excavation has the potential to impact archaeological 
resources within the ROW. 
 

 The Proposed Action may result in the destruction of alteration of all or part of the site or 
property. 

 
Approximately 2.4 miles of the new underground transmission cable and associated underground 
vaults will be installed within areas designated as archaeologically sensitive areas by SHPO.  
Installation of the cable and vaults through excavation will permanently alter a small portion of the 
surface of the ROW and the entirety of the subsurface of the ROW, potentially impacting 
archaeological resources. 
 
Impact on Open Space and Recreation: 
 

 The Proposed Action may result in the temporary loss of current or future recreational 
resource. 

 
The Proposed Action is partially situated within the Long Pond Greenbelt and is also partially 
situated within land owned and utilized by a private hunting club.  In addition to the Long Pond 
Greenbelt, adjacent parks along the route include Buckskill Nature Preserve and Millers Ground 
Preserve.  Several named and unnamed trails also cross the ROW.  The remainder of the route 
is situated within an existing utility ROW comprised of municipal and private ownership.  During 
construction activities, access to these resources will be restricted for safety purposes resulting 
in a potential temporary impact on open space and recreational resources.   
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Impact on Critical Environmental Areas (CEAs): 
 

 The Proposed Action may result in a reduction in the quality of the resource or 
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA. 

 
Portions of the Proposed Action are located within the following CEAs: 
 

 Town of Southampton Aquifer Overlay District 

 Lands contemplated for acquisition by the County known as Long Pond 

 Suffolk County South Fork Special Groundwater Protection Area 

 Town of East Hampton Water Recharge Overlay District 
 
An evaluation of the Proposed Action’s impacts on the resources identified in each district will be 
required to determine the potential impacts to the CEA’s.   
 
Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light: 

 

 The construction of the Proposed Action temporarily may produce increases in sound 
above noise levels. 

 
The Proposed Action will utilize drilling and construction equipment in areas that are 
predominantly surrounded by open space and suburban residential uses.  Increases in noise 
related to the use of construction equipment will occur during installation of the Proposed Action 
and may have an impact on the open space areas and nearby residences. 
 

4.0 Organization and Overall Content of the DEIS Document 
 

The DEIS must conform to the basic content requirements as contained in Title 6, New York Code 
of Rules & Regulations (6NYCRR) Part 617.9 (b).  The outline of the DEIS should include the 
following sections: 
 
Cover Sheet 
 
Table of Contents 
 
Summary 
 
1.0 Description of the Proposed Action 

1.1 Proposed Action Background, Need, Objectives and Benefits 
1.1.1 Proposed Action Background and History 
1.1.2 Public Need and LIPA Objectives 
1.1.3 Objectives of the Proposed Action Sponsor 
1.1.4 Benefits of the Proposed Action 

1.2 Proposed Action Location and Existing Site Conditions 
1.3 Proposed Action Design and Layout 

1.3.1 Overall Site Layout 
1.3.2 Structures 
1.3.3 Clearing, Grading and Drainage System 
1.3.4 Vehicle Access 

1.4 Construction Process and Operations 
1.4.1 Construction Process 
1.4.2 Construction Operations 
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1.5 Permits and Approvals Required 
 

2.0 Natural Environmental Resources 
2.1 Soils and Topography 

2.1.1 Existing Conditions 
2.1.2 Anticipated Impacts 
2.1.3 Proposed Mitigation 

2.2 Water Resources 
2.2.1 Existing Conditions 
2.2.2 Anticipated Impacts 
2.2.3 Proposed Mitigation 

2.3 Ecology 
2.3.1 Existing Conditions 
2.3.2 Anticipated Impacts 
2.3.3 Proposed Mitigation 

 
3.0 Human Environmental Resources 

3.1 Cultural Resources 
3.1.1 Existing Conditions 
3.1.2 Anticipated Impacts 
3.1.3 Proposed Mitigation 

  3.2 Open Space and Recreation 
3.2.1 Existing Conditions 
3.2.2 Anticipated Impacts 
3.2.3 Proposed Mitigation 

  3.3 Critical Environmental Areas 
3.3.1 Existing Conditions 
3.3.2 Anticipated Impacts 
3.3.3 Proposed Mitigation 

  3.4 Noise 
3.4.1 Existing Conditions 
3.4.2 Anticipated Impacts 
3.4.3 Proposed Mitigation 

 
4.0 Other Required Sections 

4.1 Construction-Related Impacts 
4.2 Cumulative Impacts 
4.3 Adverse Impacts that Cannot be Avoided 
4.4 Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources 
4.5 Effects on the Use and Conservation of Energy Resources 
4.6 Growth-Inducing Aspects 

 
5.0 Alternatives 

5.1 Alternative 1: No Action. 
5.2 Alternative 2: New 69kV Circuit Underground North through Sag Harbor and then                        
South to Buell Substation. Route will parallel existing gas circuit. 
5.3 Alternative 3: New 69kV Circuit Underground South to Montauk Highway and North 
to Buell Substation.   
5.4 Alternative 4: New Hybrid Overhead/Underground 69kV Circuit North to Sag Harbor 
and then South to Buell Substation.   
5.6 Alternative 5: Separate existing Bridgehampton to Buell & Bridgehampton to East 
Hampton 69kV Double Circuit. 
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6.0 References 
 
Appendices 
Appendices to include traffic impact analysis and noise assessment as well as additional technical 
studies as applicable to support the above scoped sections. 
 

5.0 Detailed DEIS Scope 
 
New York’s State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) requires that a DEIS should 
include a statement and evaluation of potential significant adverse impacts at a level of detail that 
reflects the severity of the impacts and the reasonable likelihood of their occurrence including 
short-term and long-term impacts. This section further describes the level and type of analysis 
expected with respect to the key potential environmental impacts of the Proposed Action. Each 
major section is followed by a description of the extent and quality of information needed to 
perform the evaluation of each of the impacted resources. 
 
Description of the Proposed Action 
 
Description of the Project Area 
1. Describe the entire area that is subject to the Proposed Action, which include: a listing of all 

tax lots within the affected area, proposed uses of said tax parcels, and accompanying map 
illustrating the same. 

 
Background and History 
1. Describe the site and utility use history; include a full description of the existing and historic 

use of the site, a description of previous clearing activities, the status of the current use of the 
site, site ownership, and existing easements. 
 

Public Need and LIPA Objectives 
1.  Relate the Proposed Action to LIPA’s goals and objectives for the electric utility grid. 
2 Discuss the public need for the Proposed Action. 
 
Objectives of the Project Sponsor 
1. Discuss the objectives of PSEGLI. 
 
Benefits of the Proposed Action 
1. Discuss the benefits of the Proposed Action on the electric utility grid and to the associated 

communities served. 
 
Proposed Action Location and Existing Site Conditions 
1. Describe the location of the site, using appropriate mapping and/or tables in terms of 

adjacent/nearby significant properties. 
2. Utilize regional mapping resources to identify existing protected, unprotected and developed 

land. 
3. Identify the existing conditions of the site in terms of a site survey, vegetative cover and 

current use of the area to describe the overall site conditions. 
 
Proposed Action Design and Layout 
1. Provide a table summarizing the breakdown of associated land use and development 

components of the Proposed Action. 
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2. Include a brief description of the overall Proposed Action layout; location/distribution of 
proposed structures on the site, services, access points, limits of site disturbance, and areas 
to remain undisturbed clearly identified. 

3. Discuss all grading activities and identify all areas that will be disturbed and cleared. 
4. Provide estimates of the volume of soil to be excavated, cut/filled, removed from site and the 

maximum depths of cut/fill. 
5. Discuss conformance to NYSDEC State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) 

stormwater and erosion control regulations for construction and post-construction conditions. 
6. Describe the vehicle access points, construction roadway, and permanent access points for 

maintenance. 
7. Discuss internal access path maintenance responsibilities and processes. 
8. Include a description of the water supply and proposed wastewater handling from drilling 

activities and corresponding use of water supply. 
9. Discuss the ownership of the properties and easements for the Proposed Action. 
 
Construction Process and Operations 

1. Discuss the anticipated construction process, methods, sequence, and schedule. 
2. Describe the Proposed Action phasing, with anticipated milestones that initiate/conclude each 

phase. 
3. Describe potential construction equipment storage/staging sites, delivery truck routes, hours 

of operations, and workers’ parking areas. 
4. Discuss amount of soil material to be removed from site, number of truck trips, and the 

duration of this phase of the Proposed Action. 
5. Describe the measures taken to prevent/mitigate soil erosion during construction, the 

pertinent regulations and required plans and permits in this regard, and other actions taken 
to protect natural and sensitive areas. 

 
Permits and Approvals Required 
1. Provide narrative of remaining SEQRA review steps. 
2. Identify all the anticipated government and agency permits necessary to implement the 

Proposed Action as well as any covenants and easements. 
 

Natural Environmental Resources 
 

Soils and Topography 
1. Determine the topography of the site using available topographic information. High and low 

points will be identified, and a slope analysis presented and discussed. 
2. Determine the existing soil types and the limitations/constraints on development of each 

pursuant to Suffolk County Soil Survey. 
3. Collect soil borings to determine subsurface soil quality and depth to groundwater for high 

and low points. 
4. Evaluate the grading proposed for the site, and the volume and disposition/origin of cut or fill. 
5. Estimate the quantity of cut/fill to be removed from or placed on the site, the necessary 

approvals for such import/export of material, and proposed changes to topographic 
elevations. 

6. Describe the mitigation of any issues of erosion, retention of soils, and protection of steep 
slope areas. 

7. Identify any corrective measures necessary to overcome soil limitations. 
 

Water Resources 
1. Describe the existing groundwater, surface water, and drainage conditions on the site, 

including a discussion of the groundwater and surface water conditions, trends and 
designations as Town of Southampton critical areas of environmental concern.. 
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2. Describe any existing surface water systems on the Proposed Action site or nearby receiving 
waters with a focus on nearby water bodies including Long Pond and its associated wetlands. 

3. Determine the elevation of the water table beneath the site which through a literature review 
and on-site soil borings. 

4. Analyze other potential sources of water quality impacts related to construction activities, 
including the potential impacts that would be associated with a frac-out event.  

5. Evaluate how the proposed stormwater management practices to be employed during 
construction activities will comply with NYSDEC SPDES General Permit 0-20-001. 

6. Provide a discussion of the Proposed Action’s impact on designated flood areas, if any. 
7. Describe the water demands of the Proposed Action and the potential for impacts on water 

supply systems.  
8. Provide communications from the Suffolk County Water Authority (SCWA) regarding the 

impact of the Proposed Action on the existing public water supply located within the vicinity 
of subject site, and its ability to provide adequate service to meet the water demands 
associated with the drilling activities associated with the Proposed Action. 

9. Evaluate the Proposed Action’s potential impacts on and consistency with the Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties comprehensive management plan for the special groundwater protection 
area program. 

10. Provide sufficient details to address all regulatory approvals necessary for the project as they 
relate to water resources management so that a coordinated review of the DEIS with involved 
agencies can be performed. 

11. Identify any mitigation measures proposed to minimize impacts to identified water resources. 
 

Ecology 
1. Inventory, document, and map existing habitats through aerial photography and an inspection 

of the site by a qualified biologist/ecologist. 
2. Create this inventory to track the vegetation and wildlife habitats, concentrations of species, 

and general habitat characteristics throughout the subject site. 
3. Analyze all of the existing natural communities in order to describe, map, classify, and rank 

them with respect to state and global rarity of the community type, consistent with the New 
York Natural Heritage Program’s (NHP) natural community classification database. 

4. Provide an inventory of flora and fauna, both observed and expected. Local vegetation types, 
including any occurrence of facultative wetland indicator plants and vernal ponding, will be 
fully described for any depressions, kettle holes, ravines, or lowlands.  Significant natural 
features will be noted when encountered. Stands or clusters of unique and critical habitats 
will be mapped and described. 

5. Describe the wetlands and aquatic habitats of Long Pond Greenbelt and Great Swamp, and 
the trends of this habitat. 

6. Contact the NHP for site file information concerning habitats, plant and animal species, and 
for field surveys and investigations of the property. 

7. Identify and inventory potential impacts, as well as mitigation measures, from the Proposed 
Action on protected native plants, plant and animal species listed as endangered, threatened, 
special concern (or with other protective status) and significant habitat areas on or in the 
vicinity of the project site.  

8. Describe the land clearing and changes in land cover and habitat for the project site including 
any changes in habitat. 

9. Analyze impacts to vegetation, wildlife habitats, and individuals both quantitatively and 
qualitatively. Include any direct impacts due to change in habitat cover or indirect impacts on 
human activities, such as noise from construction activities in open space areas. 

10. Identify the potential for any direct or indirect impacts on rare, threatened, endangered, or 
otherwise protected plant and animal species and their habitats. 
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11. Provide sufficient details to address all regulatory approvals necessary for the project as they 
relate to natural resources management so that a coordinated review of the DEIS with 
involved agencies can be performed. 

12. Identify mitigation measures which may reduce potential ecological impacts. 
Human Environmental Resources 

 
Cultural Resources 
1. Determine potential presence of and, if determined to be present, the nature and extent of 

historic and/or pre-historic resources of the site by reference to materials of the New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (NYS OPRHP), to be documented 
with an appropriate map.  

2. Contact NYS OPRHP to determine if a Cultural Resource Assessment (CRA) will or will not 
be solicited.  

3. Prepare a Phase 1 CRA if deemed necessary by NYS OPRHP. 
4. Identify any mitigation measures proposed which may reduce potential impacts to cultural 

resources. 
 

Open Space and Recreation 
1. Inventory and describe existing open space and recreation areas on and adjacent to the site. 
2. Evaluate the potential impact of the Proposed Action on use of existing open space and 

recreational resources, including temporary public access impacts during construction. 
3. Identify any mitigation measures proposed which may reduce potential impacts to open space 

and recreation. 
 

Critical Environmental Areas 
1. Determine potential presence and extent of CEA’s by reference to materials provided by the 

NYSDEC.  
2. Evaluate the potential impacts of the Proposed Action on CEA’s. 
3. Identify any mitigation measures proposed which may reduce potential impacts to critical 

environmental areas.  
 

Noise 
1. Evaluate existing noise environment in terms of ambient noise levels and proximity to 

sensitive receptors. Existing noise generators shall be discussed. 
2. Analyze potential impacts of the Proposed Action to the existing ambient noise levels during 

construction and during operations, if any. 
3. Identify any mitigation measures proposed which may reduce potential impacts to existing 

ambient noise conditions 
 
Coastal Zone 
1. Determine potential presence and extent of New York State Coastal Zone by reference to 

materials provided by the New York State Department of State. 
2. Evaluate the potential impacts of the Proposed Action on the Coastal Zone.  
3. Prepare a Coastal Consistency Review. 
4. Identify any mitigation measures proposed which may reduce potential impacts to the Coastal 

Zone. 
 

Other Required Sections 
 

Construction Related Impacts 
1. Describe the impacts related to construction noise, air quality and dust, erosion and 

sedimentation, area receptors, applicable nuisance regulations, applicable agency oversight 
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and safeguards, phasing of the project, staging areas, parking areas, operation areas, 
duration, hours, and related mitigation measures to reduce construction impacts. 

2. Evaluate the potential to utilize timber mats as an alternative to RCA within the ROW for the 
temporary stabilization required for construction. 

Cumulative Impacts 

1. Describe other pending projects in vicinity, determine potential for impacts due to 
implementation of the Proposed Action in combination with others and discuss/analyze 
potential cumulative impacts the natural and social environments. 
 

Adverse Impacts that Cannot be Avoided 
1. Provide a brief listing of those adverse environmental impacts described/discussed previously 

that are anticipated to occur, which cannot be completely mitigated. 
 

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources 
1. Provide a brief discussion of those natural and human environmental resources which will be 

committed to and/or consumed by the Proposed Action. 
 

Effects on the Use and Conservation of Energy Resources 
1. Discuss the effects of the Proposed Action on the use and conservation of energy. 

 
Growth-Inducing Aspects 
1. Provide an analysis of whether or not the Proposed Action may contribute to future growth in 

the area or result in secondary demands due to the employment. 
 
Alternatives 
 
Alternative 1: No Action. 
Alternative 2: New 69kV Circuit Underground North through Sag Harbor and then South to Buell 
Substation. Route will parallel existing gas circuit. 
Alternative 3: New 69kV Circuit Underground South to Montauk Highway and North to Buell Substation.   
Alternative 4: New Hybrid Overhead/Underground 69kV Circuit North to Sag Harbor and then South to 
Buell Substation.   
Alternative 5: Separate existing Bridgehampton to Buell & Bridgehampton to East Hampton 69kV Double 
Circuit. 
 
Each alternative will use appropriate graphics, text, tables and analytical data that detail: 

1. Maps of proposed alternative routes 
2. The qualitative and quantitative comparison of the environmental and human impacts of each 

of the alternatives and the Proposed Action; 
3. Construction related impacts;  
4. Potential mitigation; and  
5. The comparison of each of the impact categories presented in this scope as they relate to 

each alternative and the Proposed Action. 
 
This document is intended to fulfill the lead agency requirements for issuance of a Final Scope for a DEIS 
in accordance with 6 NYCRR Part 617.8. The document assists the Lead Agency in evaluating the DEIS 
for content and adequacy for public review and assists the applicant in understanding the extent and 
quality of information needed to evaluate the proposed project and allow the Lead Agency and Involved 
Agencies to obtain the information necessary to reach an informed decision on the Proposed Action. 
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✔

✔
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✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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✔

✔

✔
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✔

✔

✔

✔
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Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 2 - Identification of Potential Project Impacts

Part 2 is to be completed by the lead agency.  Part 2 is designed to help the lead agency inventory all potential resources that could 
be affected by a proposed project or action.  We recognize that the lead agency=s reviewer(s) will not necessarily be environmental 
professionals.  So, the questions are designed to walk a reviewer through the assessment process by providing a series of questions that 
can be answered using the information found in Part 1.  To further assist the lead agency in completing Part 2, the form identifies the 
most relevant questions in Part 1 that will provide the information needed to answer the Part 2 question.  When Part 2 is completed, the 
lead agency will have identified the relevant environmental areas that may be impacted by the proposed activity.   

If the lead agency is a state agency and the action is in any Coastal Area, complete the Coastal Assessment Form before proceeding 
with this assessment. 
Tips for completing Part 2: 

Review all of the information provided in Part 1.
Review any application, maps, supporting materials and the Full EAF Workbook.
Answer each of the 18 questions in Part 2.
If you answer “Yes” to a numbered question, please complete all the questions that follow in that section.
If you answer “No” to a numbered question, move on to the next numbered question.
Check appropriate column to indicate the anticipated size of the impact.
Proposed projects that would exceed a numeric threshold contained in a question should result in the reviewing agency
checking the box “Moderate to large impact may occur.”
The reviewer is not expected to be an expert in environmental analysis.
If you are not sure or undecided about the size of an impact, it may help to review the sub-questions for the general

question and consult the workbook.
When answering a question consider all components of the proposed activity, that is, the Awhole action@.
Consider the possibility for long-term and cumulative impacts as well as direct impacts.
Answer the question in a reasonable manner considering the scale and context of the project.

1. Impact on Land
Proposed action may involve construction on, or physical alteration of,  NO  YES 
the land surface of the proposed site.  (See Part 1. D.1)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - j.  If “No”, move on to Section 2.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s)

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may involve construction on land where depth to water table is
less than 3 feet.

E2d

b. The proposed action may involve construction on slopes of 15% or greater. E2f

c. The proposed action may involve construction on land where bedrock is exposed, or
generally within 5 feet of existing ground surface.

E2a 

d. The proposed action may involve the excavation and removal of more than 1,000 tons
of natural material.

D2a 

e. The proposed action may involve construction that continues for more than one year
or in multiple phases.

D1e 

f. The proposed action may result in increased erosion, whether from physical
disturbance or vegetation removal (including from treatment by herbicides).

D2e, D2q 

g. The proposed action is, or may be, located within a Coastal Erosion hazard area. B1i 

h. Other impacts: _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

FEAF 2019

Bridgehampton to Buell (BTB) New 69kV
Underground Transmission Cable

March 30, 2021

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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2. Impact on Geological Features
The proposed action may result in the modification or destruction of, or inhibit 
access to, any unique or unusual land forms on the site (e.g., cliffs, dunes,   NO  YES 
minerals, fossils, caves).  (See Part 1. E.2.g) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - c.  If “No”, move on to Section 3.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. Identify the specific land form(s) attached: ________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

E2g

b. The proposed action may affect or is adjacent to a geological feature listed as a
registered National Natural Landmark.
Specific feature: _____________________________________________________  

E3c 

c. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

3. Impacts on Surface Water
The proposed action may affect one or more wetlands or other surface water  NO  YES 
 bodies (e.g., streams, rivers, ponds or lakes).  (See Part 1. D.2, E.2.h)  
If “Yes”, answer questions a - l.  If “No”, move on to Section 4.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may create a new water body. D2b, D1h 

b. The proposed action may result in an increase or decrease of over 10% or more than a
10 acre increase or decrease in the surface area of any body of water.

D2b 

c. The proposed action may involve dredging more than 100 cubic yards of material
from a wetland or water body.

D2a 

d. The proposed action may involve construction within or adjoining a freshwater or
tidal wetland, or in the bed or banks of any other water body.

E2h

e. The proposed action may create turbidity in a waterbody, either from upland erosion,
runoff or by disturbing bottom sediments.

D2a, D2h 

f. The proposed action may include construction of one or more intake(s) for withdrawal
of water from surface water.

D2c 

g. The proposed action may include construction of one or more outfall(s) for discharge
of wastewater to surface water(s).

D2d 

h. The proposed action may cause soil erosion, or otherwise create a source of
stormwater discharge that may lead to siltation or other degradation of receiving
water bodies.

D2e 

i. The proposed action may affect the water quality of any water bodies within or
downstream of the site of the proposed action.

E2h

j. The proposed action may involve the application of pesticides or herbicides in or
around any water body.

D2q, E2h 

k. The proposed action may require the construction of new, or expansion of existing,
wastewater treatment facilities.

 D1a, D2d 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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l. Other impacts: _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

4. Impact on groundwater
The proposed action may result in new or additional use of ground water, or   NO  YES 
may have the potential to introduce contaminants to ground water or an aquifer. 
(See Part 1. D.2.a, D.2.c, D.2.d, D.2.p, D.2.q, D.2.t) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, move on to Section 5. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may require new water supply wells, or create additional demand
on supplies from existing water supply wells.

D2c 

b. Water supply demand from the proposed action may exceed safe and sustainable
withdrawal capacity rate of the local supply or aquifer.
Cite Source: ________________________________________________________

D2c 

c. The proposed action may allow or result in residential uses in areas without water and
sewer services.

D1a, D2c 

d. The proposed action may include or require wastewater discharged to groundwater. D2d, E2l 

e. The proposed action may result in the construction of water supply wells in locations
where groundwater is, or is suspected to be, contaminated.

D2c, E1f, 
E1g, E1h 

f. The proposed action may require the bulk storage of petroleum or chemical products
over ground water or an aquifer.

D2p, E2l 

g. The proposed action may involve the commercial application of pesticides within 100
feet of potable drinking water or irrigation sources.

E2h, D2q, 
E2l, D2c 

h. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

5. Impact on Flooding
The proposed action may result in development on lands subject to flooding.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. E.2)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, move on to Section 6.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in development in a designated floodway. E2i 

b. The proposed action may result in development within a 100 year floodplain. E2j

c. The proposed action may result in development within a 500 year floodplain. E2k

d. The proposed action may result in, or require, modification of existing drainage
patterns.

D2b, D2e 

e. The proposed action may change flood water flows that contribute to flooding. D2b, E2i, 
E2j, E2k 

f. If there is a dam located on the site of the proposed action, dam E1e 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

6. Impacts on Air
 NO  YESThe proposed action may include a state regulated air emission source.

(See Part 1. D.2.f., D 2 h D.2.g)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f.  If “No”, move on to Section 7.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. If  the proposed action requires federal or state air emission permits, the action may
also emit one or more greenhouse gases at or above the following levels:

i. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide (CO2)
ii. More than 3.5 tons/year of nitrous oxide (N2 )
iii. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon equivalent of perfluorocarbons (PFCs)
iv. More than .045 tons/year of sulfur hexafluoride (SF6)
v. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide equivalent of

hydrochlorofl urocarbons (HFCs) emissions
vi. 43 tons/year or more of methane

D2g 
D2g 
D2g 
D2g 
D2g 

D2h 

b. The proposed action may generate 10 tons/year or more of any one designated
hazardous air pollutant, or 25 tons/year or more of any combination of such hazardous
air pollutants.

D2g 

c. The proposed action may require a state air registration, or may produce an emissions
rate of total contaminants that may exceed 5 lbs. per hour, or may include a heat
source capable of producing more than 10 million BTU=s per hour.

D2f, D2g 

d. The proposed action may reach 50% of any of the thresholds in “a” through “c”,
above.

D

e. The proposed action may result in the combustion or thermal treatment of more than 1
ton of refuse per hour.

D2s 

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

7. Impact on Plants and Animals
The proposed action may result in a loss of flora or fauna.  (See Part 1. E.2. m.-q.)  NO  YES
If “Yes”, answer questions a - j.  If “No”, move on to Section 8.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may cause reduction in population or loss of individuals of any
threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the Federal
government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.

E2o

b. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by
any rare, threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the federal
government.

E2o

c. The proposed action may cause reduction in population, or loss of individuals, of any
species of special concern or conservation need, as listed by New York State or the
Federal government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.

E2p

d. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by
any species of special concern and conservation need, as listed by New York State or
the Federal government.

E2p

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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e. The proposed action may diminish the capacity of a registered National Natural
Landmark to support the biological community it was established to protect.

E3c 

f. The proposed action may result in the removal of, or ground disturbance in, any
portion of a designated significant natural community.
Source: ____________________________________________________________

E2n

g. The proposed action may substantially interfere with nesting/breeding, foraging, or
over-wintering habitat for the predominant species that occupy or use the project site. E2m 

h. The proposed action requires the conversion of more than 10 acres of forest,
grassland or any other regionally or locally important habitat.
Habitat type & information source: ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

E1b

i. Proposed action (commercial, industrial or recreational projects, only) involves use of
herbicides or pesticides.

D2q 

j. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

8. Impact on Agricultural Resources
The proposed action may impact agricultural resources.  (See Part 1. E.3.a. and b.)  NO  YES 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, move on to Section 9.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may impact soil classified within soil group 1 through 4 of the
NYS Land Classification System.

E2c, E3b 

b. The proposed action may sever, cross or otherwise limit access to agricultural land
(includes cropland, hayfields, pasture, vineyard, orchard, etc).

E1a, Elb 

c. The proposed action may result in the excavation or compaction of the soil profile of
active agricultural land.

E3b

d. The proposed action may irreversibly convert agricultural land to non-agricultural
uses, either more than 2.5 acres if located in an Agricultural District, or more than 10
acres if not within an Agricultural District.

E1b, E3a 

e. The proposed action may disrupt or prevent installation of an agricultural land
management system.

El a, E1b 

f. The proposed action may result, directly or indirectly, in increased development
potential or pressure on farmland.

C2c, C3, 
D2c, D2d 

g. The proposed project is not consistent with the adopted municipal Farmland
Protection Plan.

C2c 

h. Other impacts: ________________________________________________________

✔

✔

NYS Natural Heritage Program

✔

✔

✔

✔
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9. Impact on Aesthetic Resources
The land use of the proposed action are obviously different from, or are in  NO  YES 
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and
a scenic or aesthetic resource.  (Part 1. E.1.a, E.1.b, E.3.h.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, go to Section 10.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. Proposed action may be visible from any officially designated federal, state, or local
scenic or aesthetic resource.

E3h

b. The proposed action may result in the obstruction, elimination or significant
screening of one or more officially designated scenic views.

E3h, C2b 

c. The proposed action may be visible from publicly accessible vantage points:
i. Seasonally (e.g., screened by summer foliage, but visible during other seasons)
ii. Year round

E3h

d. The situation or activity in which viewers are engaged while viewing the proposed
action is:
i. Routine travel by residents, including travel to and from work
ii. Recreational or tourism based activities

E3h

E2q,

E1c 

e. The proposed action may cause a diminishment of the public enjoyment and
appreciation of the designated aesthetic resource.

 E3h 

f. There are similar projects visible within the following distance of the proposed
project:

0-1/2 mile
½ -3  mile
3-5   mile
5+    mile

D1a, E1a, 
D1f, D1g 

g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

10. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources
The proposed action may occur in or adjacent to a historic or archaeological  NO  YES 
resource.  (Part 1. E.3.e, f. and g.)

If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 11.
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur

E3e 

b. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, an area designated as sensitive for archaeological sites on the NY State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory.

E3f

c. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, an archaeological site not included on the NY SHPO inventory.
Source: ____________________________________________________________

E3g

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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d. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

e.
If any of the above (a-d) are answered “

”, continue with the following questions to help support conclusions in Part 3:

i. The proposed action may result in the destruction or alteration of all or part
of the site or property.

ii. The proposed action may result in the alteration of the property’s setting or
integrity.

iii. The proposed action may result in the introduction of visual elements which
are out of character with the site or property, or may alter its setting.

E3e, E3g, 
E3f

E3e, E3f, 
E3g, E1a, 
E1b
E3e, E3f, 
E3g, E3h, 
C2, C3 

11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation
The proposed action may result in a loss of recreational opportunities or a  NO  YES 
reduction of an open space resource as designated in any  adopted
municipal open space plan.
(See Part 1. C.2.c, E.1.c., E.2.q.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 12.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in an impairment of natural functions, or “ecosystem
services”, provided by an undeveloped area, including but not limited to stormwater
storage, nutrient cycling, wildlife habitat.

D2e, E1b 
E2h,
E2m, E2o, 
E2n, E2p 

b. The proposed action may result in the loss of a current or future recreational resource. C2a, E1c, 
C2c, E2q 

c. The proposed action may eliminate open space or recreational resource in an area
with few such resources.

C2a, C2c 
E1c, E2q 

d. The proposed action may result in loss of an area now used informally by the
community as an open space resource.

C2c, E1c 

e. Other impacts: _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

12. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas
The proposed action may be located within or adjacent to a critical  NO  YES 
environmental area (CEA).  (See Part 1. E.3.d)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - c.  If “No”, go to Section 13.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quantity of the resource or
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA.

E3d

b. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quality of the resource or
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA.

E3d

c. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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13. Impact on Transportation
The proposed action may result in a change to existing transportation systems.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.j)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - .  If “No”, go to Section 14.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. Projected traffic increase may exceed capacity of existing road network. D2j 

b. The proposed action may result in the construction of paved parking area for 500 or
more vehicles.

D2j 

c. The proposed action will degrade existing transit access. D2j 

d. The proposed action will degrade existing pedestrian or bicycle accommodations. D2j 

. The proposed action may alter the present pattern of movement of people or goods. D2j 

. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

14. Impact on Energy
The proposed action may cause an increase in the use of any form of energy.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.k)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 15.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action will require a new, or an upgrade to an existing, substation. D2k

b. The proposed action will require the creation or extension of an energy transmission
or supply system to serve more than 50 single or two-family residences or to serve a
commercial or industrial use.

D1f, 
D1q, D2k 

c. The proposed action may utilize more than 2,500 MWhrs per year of electricity. D2k 

d. The proposed action may involve heating and/or cooling of more than 100,000 square
feet of building area when completed.

D1g 

e. Other Impacts: ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light
The proposed action may result in an increase in noise, odors, or outdoor lighting.  NO  YES
(See Part 1. D.2.m., n., and o.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f.  If “No”, go to Section 16.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may produce sound above noise levels established by local
regulation.

D2m 

b. The proposed action may result in blasting within 1,500 feet of any residence,
hospital, school, licensed day care center, or nursing home.

D2m, E1d 

c. The proposed action may result in routine odors for more than one hour per day. D2o 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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d. The proposed action may result in light shining onto adjoining properties. D2n 

e. The proposed action may result in lighting creating sky-glow brighter than existing
area conditions.

D2n, E1a 

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

16. Impact on Human Health
The proposed action may have an impact on human health from exposure  NO  YES
to new or existing sources of contaminants.  (See Part 1.D.2.q., E.1. d. f. g. and h.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - m.  If “No”, go to Section 17.

Relevant  
Part I 

Question(s) 

No,or 
small 

impact 
may cccur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action is located within 1500 feet of a school, hospital, licensed day
care center, group home, nursing home or retirement community.

E1d

b. The site of the proposed action is currently undergoing remediation. E1g, E1h 

c. There is a completed emergency spill remediation, or a completed environmental site
remediation on, or adjacent to, the site of the proposed action.

E1g, E1h 

d. The site of  the action is subject to an institutional control limiting the use of the
property (e.g. easement deed restriction)

E1g, E1h 

e. The proposed action may affect institutional control measures that were put in place
to ensure that the site remains protective of the environment and human health.

E1g, E1h 

f. The proposed action has adequate control measures in place to ensure that future
generation, treatment and/or disposal of hazardous wastes will be protective of the
environment and human health.

D2t 

g. The proposed action involves construction or modification of a solid waste
management facility.

D2q, E1f 

h. The proposed action may result in the unearthing of solid or hazardous waste. D2q, E1f 

i. The proposed action may result in an increase in the rate of disposal, or processing, of
solid waste. 

D2r, D2s 

j. The proposed action may result in excavation or other disturbance within 2000 feet of
a site used for the disposal of solid or hazardous waste. 

E1f, E1g 
E1h

k. The proposed action may result in the migration of explosive gases from a landfill
site to adjacent off site structures.

E1f, E1g 

l. The proposed action may result in the release of contaminated leachate from the
project site. 

D2s, E1f, 
D2r 

m. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

✔

✔

✔
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17. Consistency with Community Plans 
 The proposed action is not consistent with adopted land use plans.    NO   YES 
 (See Part 1. C.1, C.2. and C.3.)   
 If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, go to Section 18.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action’s land use components may be different from, or in sharp 
contrast to, current surrounding land use pattern(s).  

C2, C3, D1a 
E1a, E1b 

b. The proposed action will cause the permanent population of the city, town or village 
in which the project is located to grow by more than 5%.  

C2

c. The proposed action is inconsistent with local land use plans or zoning regulations. C2, C2, C3 

d. The proposed action is inconsistent with any County plans, or other regional land use 
plans. 

C2, C2 

e. The proposed action may cause a change in the density of development that is not 
supported by existing infrastructure or is distant from existing infrastructure. 

C3, D1c, 
D1d, D1f, 
D1d, Elb 

f. The proposed action is located in an area characterized by low density development 
that will require new or expanded public infrastructure. 

C4, D2c, D2d 
D2j 

g. The proposed action may induce secondary development impacts (e.g., residential or 
commercial development not included in the proposed action) 

C2a 

h. Other: _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

18. Consistency with Community Character 
  The proposed project is inconsistent with the existing community character.   NO   YES 
  (See Part 1. C.2, C.3, D.2, E.3) 

If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, proceed to Part 3.
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may replace or eliminate existing facilities, structures, or areas 
of historic importance to the community. 

E3e, E3f, E3g 

b. The proposed action may create a demand for additional community services (e.g. 
schools, police and fire)  

C4

c. The proposed action may displace affordable or low-income housing in an area where 
there is a shortage of such housing. 

C2, C3, D1f 
D1g, E1a 

d. The proposed action may interfere with the use or enjoyment of officially recognized 
or designated public resources. 

C2, E3 

e. The proposed action is inconsistent with the predominant architectural scale and 
character. 

C2, C3 

f. Proposed action is inconsistent with the character of the existing natural landscape.  C2, C3 
E1a, E1b 
E2g, E2h 

g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

✔

✔

PRINT FULL FORM



Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts 

and
Determination of Significance

Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance.  The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question 
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular 
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact. 

Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not 
have a significant adverse environmental impact.  By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its 
determination of significance. 

Reasons Supporting This Determination: 
To complete this section: 

Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude.  Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.
Assess the importance of the impact.  Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to
occur.
The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.
Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where
there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.
Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that
no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.
Attach additional sheets, as needed.

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions 

SEQR Status:    Type 1   Unlisted 

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project:   Part 1   Part 2   Part 3 

FEAF 2019

✔

✔✔ ✔

Impact on Land
The Proposed Action may result in increased erosion from the physical disturbance of 18.7 acres of land and vegetation removal.

Impact on Surface Water
The Proposed Action will occur within and beneath freshwater wetlands.

Impact on Plants and Animals
The Proposed Action will occur within and will temporarily remove habitat for the New York State endangered eastern tiger salamander. The temporary 
removal of habitat will require a Part 182 Incidental Take Permit from the NYSDEC. 

Impact on Historic and Archaeological Resources
The Proposed Action is partially located within an archaeologically sensitive area. The Proposed Action will remove and permanently alter subsoils in an  
archaeologically sensitive area.

Impact on Noise, Odor and Light
Temporary increase in noise levels associated with construction activities associated with the Proposed Action will occur in areas surrounded by vacant 
wooded land with low background ambient noise.

Bridgehampton to Buell (BTB) New 69kV Underground Transmission
Cable

March 30 2021



Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus this additional support information 

and considering both the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the 
 as lead agency that: 

  A. This project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact
statement need not be prepared.  Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued. 

 B. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency: 

There will, therefore, be no significant adverse impacts from the project as conditioned, and, therefore, this conditioned negative
declaration is issued.  A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617. d) .

C. This Project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact
statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those
impacts.  Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued. 

Name of Action: 

Name of Lead Agency: 

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: 

Title of Responsible Officer: 

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: Date:

Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer) Date: 

For Further Information: 

Contact Person: 

Address:

Telephone Number: 

E-mail:

For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a copy of this Notice is sent to: 

Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town / City / Village of) 
Other involved agencies (if any) 
Applicant (if any) 
Environmental Notice Bulletin:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html

✔

Bridgehampton to Buell (BTB) - New 69kV Underground Cable Project

Long Island Power Authority

Rick Shansky

Senior Vice President of Power Supply and Wholesale Markets

3/30/21

Erin Gorman

175 East Old Country Road Hicksville, New York 11801

(800)490-0025

PSEG-LI-B2BSEQR@pseg.com

Long Island Power Authority

PRINT FULL FORM

/s/ Rick Shansky April 6, 2021
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SHEET 

Bridgehampton to Buell (BTB) New 69kV Underground Transmission Cable 
 

Description of the Proposed Action 

The Proposed Action is the installation of a new underground 69kV transmission cable from the 

Bridgehampton Substation located on Bridgehampton-Sag Harbor Turnpike in the Town of Southampton 

to the Buell Substation located on Cove Hollow Road in the Town of East Hampton (approximately 5.2 

miles). The new underground cable is designed to be installed below grade within the existing LIPA owned 

and/or controlled overhead right-of-way (ROW). Existing overhead circuits are currently located within the 

ROW and will remain under the Proposed Action. The Proposed Action is intended to address transmission 

system constraints resulting from increased load demand from customers on the South Fork of Long Island.  

 

In addition to the underground cable, fourteen manholes will be installed along the Proposed Action route. 

Approximately 4,000 linear feet of the cable extending east from the Bridgehampton Substation to the west 

side of Widow Gavits Road will be installed via horizontal directional drill (HDD) with a single manhole 

installed within the previously disturbed area west of Widow Gavits Road.  Approximately 100 linear feet 

of the cable located west of Cove Hollow Road and beneath the LIRR will be installed via jack & bore. The 

remaining portions of cable installation will be installed via trenching. 

 

To facilitate the temporary use of HDD equipment and pipe laydown during construction, a 0.9 acre portion 

of the LIPA owned and/or controlled overhead ROW north of the existing Bridgehampton Substation will 

be cleared; a 0.36 acre portion of the cleared area will also require grading to facilitate construction.  A 

single manhole will be located within this cleared area. Approximately 0.31 acres of clearing and 0.11 acres 

of grading within the area north of the existing Bridgehampton substation will occur within 535’ of a known 

Tiger Salamander breeding pond. Due to the potential temporary loss of habitat, a Part 182 Incidental Take 

permit will be required. PSEG Long Island is currently discussing with the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) appropriate mitigation measures, which will ensure a net 

conservation benefit to the species is achieved upon completion of the Proposed Action. Potential mitigation 

measures include, but are not limited to, the installation of a Tiger Salamander culvert to connect existing 

fragmented habitats. 

 

Additionally, portions of the ROW may require stabilization in order to allow machinery access for the 

installation of the underground cable and manholes. Stabilization may include grading or excavation of 

existing soils and temporary placement of Recycled Concrete Aggregate (RCA). 
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State Environmental Quality Review 
Positive DECLARATION 

Notice of Determination of Significance 
 

Project: Bridgehampton to Buell (BTB) New 69kV Underground Cable  
 
Date:   April 6, 2021 
 
This notice is issued in accordance with Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the 
Environmental Conservation Law and its implementing regulations at 6 NYCRR Part 617 and 21 NYCRR 
LXXXI 10052. 
 
The Long Island Power Authority (“LIPA”), having an address at 333 Earle Ovington Blvd, Uniondale, New 
York, and serving as lead agency pursuant to 6 NYCRR 617.6(b)(3) has determined, based on information 
provided by and the Full Environmental Assessment Form (“FEAF”) prepared by PSEG Long Island that 
the Proposed Action described below may have a significant adverse effect on the environment and that 
preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (“DEIS”) will be required.  
 
Name of Action:  Bridgehampton to Buell (BTB) New 69kV Underground Cable (“the Proposed 

Action”) 
 
Location:  Below grade within the existing LIPA owned and/or controlled overhead Right-

of-Way (“ROW”) in the Town of Southampton, Suffolk County, New York and the 
Town of East Hampton, Suffolk County, New York 

 
SEQR Status:  Type I 
 
 
Proposed Project Description: 
 
The Proposed Action is the installation of a new underground 69kV transmission cable from the 
Bridgehampton Substation located on Bridgehampton-Sag Harbor Turnpike in the Town of Southampton 
to the Buell Substation located on Cove Hollow Road in the Town of East Hampton (approximately 5.2 
miles). The new underground cable is designed to be installed below grade within the existing LIPA owned 
and/or controlled overhead right-of-way (ROW). Existing overhead circuits are currently located within the 
ROW and will remain under the Proposed Action. The Proposed Action is intended to address 
transmission system constraints resulting from increased load demand from customers on the South Fork 
of Long Island.  
 
In addition to the underground cable, fourteen manholes will be installed along the Proposed Action route. 
Approximately 4,000 linear feet of the cable extending east from the Bridgehampton Substation to the 
west side of Widow Gavits Road will be installed via horizontal directional drill (HDD) with a single manhole 
installed within the previously disturbed area west of Widow Gavits Road.  Approximately 100 linear feet 
of the cable located west of Cove Hollow Road and beneath the LIRR will be installed via jack & bore. 
The remaining portions of cable installation will be installed via trenching. 
 
To facilitate the temporary use of HDD equipment and pipe laydown during construction, a 0.9 acre portion 
of the LIPA owned and/or controlled overhead ROW north of the existing Bridgehampton Substation will 
be cleared; a 0.36 acre portion of the cleared area will also require grading to facilitate construction.  A 
single manhole will be located within this cleared area. Approximately 0.31 acres of clearing and 0.11 
acres of grading within the area north of the existing Bridgehampton substation will occur within 535’ of a 
known Tiger Salamander breeding pond. Due to the potential temporary loss of habitat, a Part 182 
Incidental Take permit will be required. PSEG Long Island is currently discussing with the New York State 



Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) appropriate mitigation measures, which will 
ensure a net conservation benefit to the species is achieved upon completion of the Proposed Action. 
Potential mitigation measures include, but are not limited to, the installation of a Tiger Salamander culvert 
to connect existing fragmented habitats. 
 
Additionally, portions of the ROW may require stabilization in order to allow machinery access for the 
installation of the underground cable and manholes. Stabilization may include grading or excavation of 
existing soils and temporary placement of Recycled Concrete Aggregate (RCA). 
 
Potential Impacts: 
 
Based on a review of the Proposed Action’s scope of work in accordance with the requirements of 
SEQRA, the FEAF was prepared to evaluate potential impacts of the Proposed Action. The Proposed 
Action is a “Type I” Action as that term is defined in SEQRA.  LIPA reviewed the FEAF and the FEAF 
Supplemental Information provided by PSEG Long Island and has determined that the Proposed Action 
has the potential to result in one or more significant adverse environmental impacts including to natural 
resources, historic and archeological resources, open space and recreation, and surface waters, as more 
particularly set forth in FEAF Part 3 and the FEAF Supplemental Information. After receiving comments 
on the Draft Scope, LIPA intends to issue a Final Scope, which will direct the content of the DEIS to be 
released for public review. 
 
For Further Information:  
 
Contact Person:  Erin Gorman, Manager, Environmental Projects and Permitting 

PSEG Long Island 
 
Address:   175 East Old Country Road, Hicksville, NY 11801 
 
Telephone Number: (800)490-0025 
    
E-mail:    PSEG-LI-B2BSEQR@pseg.com  
 
Project Website: psegliny.com/reliability/BridgetoBuell       
 
 
/s/ Rick Shansky 
Rick Shansky 
Senior Vice President of Power Supply and Wholesale Markets 
Dated: April 6, 2021 
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